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From the Chair

| WASWRONG and readily, even hgppily admit it.
Back in November when we were planning the
Caucuses, | bdieved ourturnoutwould be somewhere
between our 04[7004 and our 06 [1004 numbers say
450,largdy dueto theweak grass roots candidae
suppat | had seen. Butto alow for oveflow, we
planned on aboundng capecity of 700. Asyouknow,
it turned outto be 1444, clearly arecord alongwith all
our other figures. So those of youwho indsted tha
we@ have arecord turnout, INCLUDING our State
Party Char, Mimi, Erik, and others, youwere right

We were fortunae tha our 7 Caucus Leadasand 26
Assistants rose to the occasion and together with the
most undestanding and accommodaing caucusgoe's
imaginable, it turned outto be a pretty goodexperience
for everyone We hdd a @ essonsL earnedQmeeting
for our Caucus Coordinaors afew daysagoand| was
both excited and hunbled by ther enthugasm,
honesty, frankness, and demondrated commitment.
When you consder tha only afew of them had any
real Caucus leadership experiencein thepast, it was
truly amazingd A loudHA ZAH for Nancy Beitel,
Kathy White, Kendall Miller, Brad/Kirby Taylor,
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Regina Speer and Jim Timmons. Our @8
Presidential Caucuswill become our new, record
setting benchmark for thefuture.

8" and 16" L egidative District
CaucusesBDApril 5"

For ALL those suppoters who were elected at the Feb.
9" Caucuses as Delegates or Alternaes, our next round
of ddegate selectionto the Conventionwill occur on
Saturday April 5" at Kamiakin HS. Wedl be
persondly contacting everyonewho was elected as a
reminde to theevent. More specificswill bein our
April Newdletter and webdgte. Please ook for it and
mark April 5" onyour calendar. We DO planto have
Caucusand Training Sessionson March 15" and
March 29"[see Calenda]. Also note tha our County
Convention has moved to Saturday, April 26" aweek
later than previoudy scheduled and tentatively set for
SouthridgeHigh Auditorium.

Fearing Campaign Update b
February/March

Mimi Latta

Thecaucuses in the 4™ Congressiond District
surpassed everyond3 expectations. 1n Benton County,
every caucussite was standingroomonly. Thiswas
goodnews and bad news for the George Fearing
campagn. Thegoodnewsistha we have many more
namesto call uponin our quest for volunteers, staff
and mondary suppoters. Thebad newswastha there
was notimeto play the DVD George sent to each
caucussite to thank caucusgoe's and urgethem to get
involved and no time at mog sitesto signup
volunteers or pass outbumper stickers. Still, once the
results are compiled for the 4" Congressiond District,
wedl have a great list to contact. Don®be surprised if
we call youto ask for your assistance in defeating Doc



Hastings DOf course, you don©have to wait for usto
cal; you can contact usto volunteer!

Then on Tuesday, February 12", George and afew
suppaters started at 6:30in themoming to drive
aroundthe4™ CD so tha George could make his
forma campagn announ@ement. We stoppel in
Yakima, Wenachee, Moses L ake and Richland so tha
Georgecould talk to suppoters, give his new stump
speech and beinterviewed by local press. We
sincerely want to thank Ginny Mclntyre and JohnVann
for hdpingoutall day long. We also want to thank all
the Democrats who came outto see Georgealongthe
way and urge him to unseat theincumbent.

We are continuing to work hard to get George®
message of areturn to baanced budges, health care
for al Americans an endto American troopsin Iraq b
and competent medical care for our troops alessening
of reliance onforeign oil, aredudionin green house
gases and fair trade notfree trade with American trade
patners.

If youd like to hdp our campagn by volunteering or
making adondion, go to: www.georgefearing.com and
unde PagesQ click on GContact the CampagnCto
offer yourassistance. Or call meat 6272679

Thisisour year. Youare pat of theanswer. Things
are going to changefor thebeter and Change Starts
NOW!

Carmichael Caucus
Nancy Beitel, Area Caucus Coordinator

Thecaucusat Carmichael in Richland hdd 33
precinds. People started arriving at the cafeteria
around12:40 and they just kept coming, and coming,
and coming. | estimate tha we had around375
people, which meant standing room only for many.
One precinct had over 50 participants. It was a crowd
effort to have everybodyfind his or her precinct and
signin by 1:30. Meanwhile, over thenoise and
movement, with thehhdp of the mike the precincts
were indructed to choo® achar, tally clerk and
secretary. For many, this was a new experience and
most seemed to enjoy the process. However one
participant asked me why are we usng such an archac
system and notjug mailingin our balots for the
primary. | think the caucus broughtus together for

actud conveasation, debde, andlearning. It wasa
goodthing and very exciting! | had an excellent,
hdping committee to putit al togehe. Thankyouall.

@8 Caucus at Kennewick High

Kathy White, Area Caucus Coordinator

Thecaucuses at Kennewick High School were attended
by 313 people who signed in and several others (modly
children) who did not  Thiswas thelargest turnoutever
at thislocation and there was some chaosdueto the
largenumbe. People did find thar precincts and
neighbois met, often for thefirst time, and ddegates to
the Legidative District (8" or 16") were elected. No
oneexpected this to be atwo-person race at this time.
Hilary Clinton suppoters supplied information about
her candidacy. Barack Obama was represented by
enthusastic suppoters, butwith noliterature. George
Fearing, candidae for U.S. Congress stoppel by and
met with attendees persondly Beveryonewas engaged
in precinct ddiberationswhen hearrived.

Thesystem of caucuses was encountered, figured out,
accomplished and democracy isflourishing. And when
they left, attendees had smiles onther faces.

Hanford Caucus @8

Regina Speer

Thesite wasfilled; the noise was deafening; and the
energy was abundant. 290Democrats streamed into
the Commonsat Hanford schoolto expressthar
political will. There were the Obama suppotters, both
youngand old, and enthusastic for ther candidate.
They came with signsand stickers, determined to make
adifference. TheHillary people melded moreinto the
din. Outnumbered, they pressed ahead, taking the
ddegae dots available to than. Some precinas
oveaflowed. Severa had more than 30 voters attend.
Every precinct was represented. Sometimes confuson
and chaos seemed to reign, but patience and
persistence ruled. It was agreat day for Democrats.
Hanford attendees were terrific in thar suppot for
thar candidates and generous to thelocal party.



THANK YOU OBAMA SUPPORTERS
Bob Bower sock

Turnoutfor the Benton County Democratic Precinct
Caucuses, Saturday, February 9th, was arecord high at
1,444 Compared to the' 06 caucus attendance of
100+and thepreviouspresidential year caucusof ' 04
of 700+, thiswas amajor accomplishment. The
number of ddegaes elected was 295for Obama,
(60%); 190for Hillary (38%); 10 uncommitted (2%)
and | delegae for Edwards

A specia thanks to Josh Hyman, the Obama regiond
field representative and his dedicated lap top/phone
crew for ther hours of work on getting people to the
caucuses. Josh has been reassignad to hdp outin
Ohio. | wish him success there also.

Sylema Pacheco has tentatively arranged for an
"Obama Rally" to watch the election returnsfrom Ohio
and Texas on Tuesday, March 5th. The"Rally" will
behdd at the Richland Community Center at around
5:30p.m. All areinvited. Please check the
Demoaatic Hot Line 585-7682to confirm thetime.
Bring afew snacks to share with other suppoters.

THE DELEGATE SELECTION PROCESS
FOR THE 2008NATIONAL CONVENTION

Bob Bower sock

Theddegae selection processis athree-tiered election
process. Thelst tier was the precinct caucus of
February 9th, where your precinct elected ddegates
and alternates to represent your precinct at your
Legidative District (LD) caucusto behdd on
Saturday, April 5th. At theLD caucus the2ndtier of
election of ddegates and alternates will behdd to
determinewhowill represent your LD at the
Congessiond Digtrict (CD) caucusto behdd on
Saturday, May 17th. At theCD caucusa3rd tier
electionwill be conduded to elect ddegates and
aternatesto the August 25-28,2008,Nationd
Conventionin Denver. Our CD, the 4th, will elect 2
males and| femae ddegae and | female alternate to
the Nationd Convention.

While any registered voter in the 4th CD iseligible to
runfor nationd ddegae or alternae, only those

ddegaes (or seated aternaes) elected a ther LD
caucusare eligible to vote at this 3rd tier election. A
person wishing to be consdered for electionas a
naiond ddegae/dternae mud file astatement of
candidacy designaing his or her presidential (or
uncommitted) preference and a signed pledgeof such
suppot with the State Party no soone than March 5,
2008,nor later than Friday, May 2, 2008at 5:00pm.

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY NUMBERS
Bob Bower sock

For people who like to crunch nunbers, here are the
results from the State Webste.

Benton Co.

78251 Registered voters, 42,235 Ballots cast (5397%)
of which 11,828 were by Democrats and 20,635were
by Republicans 77%of bdlots cast had political
affiliations designaed.

Hillary 5,921
Obama 5,509

49.69%
4623%

Statewide
Obama 349244 5120%
Hillary 311,668 456%%
Tota Democratic Votes 682132 57%

McCain 258870
Huckabee 125781

4948%
2404%

Total Republican Votes 523147 43%
Total Votes 1,205279

Upcoming Events -

Every Tuesday Night Drink Liberally, 7 PM, at the
Shilo... O'Callahan's

(See Calendar for others)



March

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
*Drink Liberally 1
Shilo/OO@llahans
7pm
2 3 4* 5 6 7 8
9 10 11* Executive 12 13 14 15Caucus &
Board Mtg (check Convention
HOTLI NE for time Training,
& place) IBEW, 1pm
16 17 18* 19Central 20 Finance Comm 21 22
Committee Mtg | Budget/Fundraising
7 pm IBEW Mtg 6:30 RCC
23 24 25* Drink 26 27 Oper ations 28 29 Caucus &
Liberally Comm Mtg 6:30 Convention
Shilo/OO@llahans RCC Training,
7pm IBEW, 1pm
30 31

Drinking Liberally - Every Tuesday at the Shilo/OO@llahan@in Richland - 7 pm soft drinks and water are available!

IBEW BLocal 77 Hall, 2626 W. Clearwater, Kenn

RCC -- Richland Community Center

MCLU -Mid-

ColumbiaLibrary 16" & Union MCLD --Mid-Columbia Library 405 Dayton St, Kennewick in K eewaydin Park




