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Conca will discuss the history and present state of America’s nuclear waste disposal 

program and the underlying issues, including cost and policy, that are slowing the program 

to a crawl and preventing us from actually disposing of our nuclear waste, particularly in 

Washington State. There are three successful paths open to us, but none of them are being 

pursued at present. 

Unknown to most, America has an operating deep geologic nuclear waste repository in 

southeast New Mexico, called the WIPP, that is in the best geologic formation in the world, 

massive salt of the Permian age Salado Formation, the very formation chosen by the 

National Academy of Sciences in 1957. This repository was designed for all nuclear waste 

of any type, but was only permitted for transuranic (TRU) nuclear weapons waste, much of 

it from Hanford. TRU waste is similar to most of the high-level tank waste except for two 

constituents, cesium-137 and strontium-90.  

But it got very strange and political in the 1970s. 

Unfortunately, the end point of our present policy is that most everything will stay right 

where it is. The implications for commercial power reactors, and defense waste at sites 

like Hanford, are profound. 

Geochemist and Energy scientist, speaker and 

author Dr. James Conca is Senior Scientist for 

UFA Ventures, Inc. in the Tri-Cities, Washington, 

a Trustee of the Herbert M. Parker Foundation, an 

Adjunct Professor at Washington State University 

in the School of the Environment, an Affiliate 

Scientist at Los Alamos National Laboratory and a 

Science Contributor to Forbes on energy and 

nuclear issues. Conca obtained a Ph.D. in 

Geochemistry from the California Institute of 

Technology in 1985, a Masters in Planetary 

Science in 1981, and a Bachelors in Geology and 

Biochemistry from Brown University in 1979.  

Selected posts: 

The Ten Biggest Power Plants In America — Not What You Think 

How Deadly Is Your Kilowatt? We Rank The Killer Energy Sources 

Why Are We So Afraid of Nuclear? 

Who Says Nuclear Can’t Smooth Out An Erratic Wind? 

Where Has All The Nuke Waste Gone? 

Where Would YOU Put Our Nuclear Waste 

Uranium Seawater Extraction Makes Nuclear Power Completely Renewable 

America’s Navy The Unsung Heroes Of Nuclear Energy 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2015/04/20/the-ten-biggest-power-plants-in-america-not-what-everyone-claims/#68d2ac902107
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2015/04/20/the-ten-biggest-power-plants-in-america-not-what-everyone-claims/#68d2ac902107
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2012/06/10/energys-deathprint-a-price-always-paid/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2013/03/24/imagine-theres-no-fear/#704ec29d440b
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2015/08/25/who-says-nuclear-cant-smooth-out-erratic-wind/#17fd04101391
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2013/06/24/where-has-all-the-nuke-waste-gone/#2e5d9ac92845
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2013/06/24/where-has-all-the-nuke-waste-gone/#2e5d9ac92845
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2014/03/31/where-would-you-put-our-nuclear-waste/#8697c5975174
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2016/07/01/uranium-seawater-extraction-makes-nuclear-power-completely-renewable/#621dbe2346e2
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2014/10/28/americas-navy-the-unsung-heroes-of-nuclear-energy/#6ea8d6ca651f

